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POLICY FOR PUBLICISING ENVIRONMENTAL CRIME, CRIMINAL 
BEHAVIOUR ORDERS, VERDICTS AND SENTENCES 
 

1. Summary 
 
1.1 To endorse the Policy for Publicising Environmental Crime, Criminal Behaviour 

Orders, Verdicts and Sentences, so as to provide the Council with a defined and 
legitimate approach, in the public interest, to improve the effectiveness, transparency 
and accountability of its enforcement related activities, prevent and detect crime, 
identify offenders, encourage the release of images to the media where appropriate 
and at the earliest opportunity, discourage offending and/or re-offending etc. 

2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1. That the Policy for Publicising Environmental Crime, Criminal Behaviour Orders, 

Verdicts and Sentences, at Appendix A to the report, be endorsed. 

 

3. Background and Discussion 
 

3.1 The Council has a number of teams, whose primary role is to deliver regulatory and 
enforcement functions that protect the public, public funds, the environment and 
groups such as consumers, residents, tenants, workers and businesses.  

 
3.2 The Council has a wide range of responsibilities and powers in relation to dealing with 

anti-social behaviour, mainly within three distinct service areas – the Community 
Safety Unit; the Housing Service and the Environmental Health Service.   

 
3.3 Whilst they are three distinct service areas, there are very strong links between them 

and close working arrangements have been developed and continue, between these 
service areas to protect communities from anti-social behaviour and to promote a safe 
living environment, with each team delivering their services in accordance with their 
own approved policies. 

 
The Council actively pursues fraud, housing and planning related criminal offences. 
 

3.4 Whilst the Council has been successful in dealing with such matters through the 
courts, it is felt that the regulatory and enforcement activities would be further 
supported and enhanced if a policy was developed that provided guidance on the 
publication of environmental crime, criminal behaviour orders, verdicts and sentences 
via the Council’s media channels.  This approach will not only support the proactive 
work undertaken by the Council, but also act as a deterrent to potential future 
offenders. 

 
3.5 Attached as Appendix A, to this report, is the Policy for Publicising Environmental 

Crime, Criminal Behaviour Orders, Verdicts and Sentences, that sets out the 
parameters for publicising such matters. The Policy broadly sets out how personal 
data will be handled, in accordance with the UK GDPR, Data Protection Act 2018 and 
Human Rights Act 1998, the various legal gateways, how the information will be 
presented and how the Policy adheres to the Council’s equalities & diversity 
responsibilities. Annex B to the Policy (Communications & Media Protocol for 
Investigating Officers) is dealt with as a separate item on the agenda. 
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3.6 The risk to the public from a prolific offender will almost always support the publication 

of images, environmental crime, criminal behaviour orders and verdicts and 
sentences in certain circumstances.  However, a decision to publicise must be for a 
legitimate purpose, be necessary, and proportionate, taking into account any impact 
on individuals. Completion by investigating Officers of the decision check list at Annex 
A to the Policy, provides the necessary checks and balances, mitigating any risks and 
safeguarding the Council’s position. It is recommend that the Policy be endorsed.  
 

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan 
 

4.1. This report relates to the Housing and Stronger Communities aims to ‘deliver high 
quality services to service users’; and ‘to create strong and self-reliant communities’.  

 

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other implications and risk assessments 
 

Financial Implications None specifically emanating from this report. 

Legal Implications In the majority of cases, publication of environmental 
crime, criminal behaviour orders, verdicts and sentences 
should be straightforward with no legal implications.  
However, a small number of cases may raise concerns. 
The Policy for Publicising Environmental Crime, Criminal 
Behaviour Orders, Verdicts and Sentences explains those 
issues to help manage risks. 

Staffing Implications None specifically emanating from this report. 

Admin Implications None specifically emanating from this report. 

Risk Assessment There is currently no policy governing the publication of 
environmental crime, criminal behaviour orders, verdicts 
and sentences, impeding the Council’s ability to publicise 
for example successful convictions that could then act as 
a deterrent against future potential offenders 

Without a clear policy, the reputation of the Council is 
vulnerable. 

Council communications should be open and transparent, 
fair and lawful. 

Crime and Disorder duty N/A. 

 

7. Appendices 

Appendix A – Policy for Publicising Environmental Crime, Criminal Behaviour 
Orders, Verdicts and Sentences 
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